






































nutrient-deficient soils exposed to the
weather and these soils have either been
washed away, exposing the underlying rock
or have become waterlogged and have
developed into blanket bog.

See how the bed-rock on the shore is
very deeply scratched and scored. These
scratches are known to geologists as “glacial
striae” and it is easy to see how rocks and
stones embedded in the glacier would score
the outcrops of rocks over which they
passed. If you run your hand along the rock
surfaces here you will notice that it is easier
to move your hand in one direction rather
than in the other. The easier direction where
you step down over any irregularities is the
direction of ice movement. This is a smaller

scale example of the roche moutonnée
effect.

Glacial striae.

DRIVING BETWEEN THE FIVE MILE BRIDGE AND
DINIS CAR PARK

As you leave the car park, notice the almost sheer north face of Torc mountain. Between
the road and this steep escarpment are some lower hills and silhouetted along the skyline of these
are some isolated rocks. These are erratic boulders of sandstone deposited by the retreating ice.

On both sides of the road you will see the evergreen foliage of Rhododendron ponticum,
an introduced and strongly invasive shrub which in May and June has showy purple blossoms.
The heavy canopy of these dense, impenetrable thickets shades out the ground vegetation
preventing oakwood regeneration. It is the long-term Park policy, therefore, to remove
Rbododendron ponticum from all areas of the Park. At 14.5 Km. (9.05 miles) there is a large lay-

by on the left of the road. Park here to see the view across Muckross Lake.
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	DRIVING BETWEEN MOLL'S GAP AND LOOSCAUNAGH 
	DRIVING BETWEEN LOOSCAUNAGH AND LADIES' VIEW. 


