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~»Autumn Fruits and Foliage @

.
in the Burren National Park %

Hazel Corylus avellana Coll is a deciduous shrub or small
tree found throughout the Burren. The nuts of this tree
are an important food source for small mammals such as
' squirrels, wood mice and bank voles. They provide

~ protein, fat and minerals and can be cached or stored for
the lean winter months. We ask that visitors to the

. Burren National Park refrain from picking or harvesting
5 hazelnuts or berries so that our wildlife can continue to
thrive and survive in their natural habitat.

The berries and drupes of Rowan Sorbus aucuparia Caorthann, Buckthorn
Rhamnus carhartica Paide bréan, Guelder Rose vburnum opulus Caor chon and
Blackthorn Prunus spinosa Draighean are a vital source of food for wildlife during
the Autumn and Winter months. They are eaten birds such as thrushes, finches
and other songbirds, as well as mammals like wood mice, bank voles, plne
mar%ns badgers and foxes. .
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Grasshoppers
are Amazing



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nymph_(biology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moult
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Summer Review (G5,

NE
B‘afq,a'liﬁ

It was an exciting summer season in the Burren National Park. In July, Burren
National Park Head Guide, Phoebe Larkin, presented a talk on the Biodiversity of
Stone Walls as part of the Dry Stone Walls of the Burren Summit hosted by

Common Knowledge.

Burren meadow flora Rose Chafer Centonia aurata Pyramidal Orchid
Anacamptis pyramidalis

During the Summer we ran a number of very enjoyable and well attended events
in the Burren National Park including turlough tours and mini meadow safaris as
well as a bug hunt for families. A flora ID workshop gave visitors to the park a
chance to familiarise themselves with the abundant flowering species of the
Burren, whilst our orchid tours provided a wonderful opportunity to learn about
the many species of these remarkable flowers that grow in the Burren National

Park.

Our regular guided walks of the white and orange trails in the park
#a as well as our tours of Slieve Carron Nature Reserve and

. Cahercommaun fort were also well attended by both individuals
and organised hiking and wildlife groups.
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NPWS Education Opportunities &
for Schools

Leaving Certificate Ecology Field Studies

A4 NPWS staff are delighted to be able to offer Ecology
{[;ﬁ:.;f ‘ NPWS &t Field Studies for the Leaving Certificate Senior Cycle
during September and October in the woodland
setting of Coole Park Nature Reserve. This hands-on
session is ideal for student groups who need to gain
> practical experience of scientific ecological fieldwork
theory and methods as part of the biology Senior
Cycle syllabus. It also provides an insight into
~ conservation work carried out by conservation rangers
4 ecologists within the setting of a National Park or

)5 = g Nature Reserve.
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Lieaving Careicace Senior Cy e S For further details and booking please email:
&5 St coolepark@npws.gov.ie
Tel: 091 631804

Primary School
» Educational Outreach Programme

We will soon be taking bookings for Primary School Outreach
sessions which will be available from early November. NPWS
guides are available to visit primary schools and deliver
presentations on a range of topic including mammals, birds,
biodiversity or the habitats, flora and wildlife of the Burren
National Park.




Upcoming Events
Burren Winterage Weekend 2025

Burrenbeo Trust will be holding its annual winterage weekend from Friday 24"
October to Sunday 26" October and the Burren National Park are delighted to
be able to contribute to this very special event on Saturday 25" October
llam-1pm.

Where: Near Carron, Co. Clare, exact location to be emailed closer to the time.
The Burren National Park team invites you to a walk and talk at their recently
acquired farm in Carron - hear about ongoing research and their involvement
with the conservation of Irish heritage breeds of livestock.

The event will open with short talks on current and recent research projects
based at the farm. A newly appointed PhD student will introduce a
collaborative project with the Old Irish Goat Society and the University of
Galway, investigating the use of Old Irish Goats to control invasive scrub and
species such as Clematis vitalba. NPWS bursary students who spent the
summer at McGann’s Farm will also share their findings. Visitors will have the
opportunity to meet representatives from the Old Irish Goat Society, hear
about NPWS plans for heritage livestock conservation, and view a
photographic exhibition of the Burren’s unique flora.

Following the presentations, attendees will join a 2.5km farm walk through
winterage pastures, archaeological sites, and Carron turlough. Along the way,
NPWS staff will discuss habitats, flora and fauna, conservation management,
and the human history of the Burren landscape. Please note that the route
includes steep and uneven ground, and requires a reasonable level of fitness,
along with appropriate outdoor clothing and footwear.

See www.burrenwinterage.com for all festival details and to book tickets.




@ The free Burren National Park Shuttle Bus service stopped running on
©—@- Sunday 31°' August after its busiest season yet. This was also the first

year of the Burren & Cliffs of Moher Explorer which included a route

which ran from Corofin to the Michael Cusack Centre, Slieve Carran
and on to Kilfenora, where it was possible to link up with other
Burren o, = Explorer bus routes. We would like to take this opportunity to say
&Cliffs & - , , . . . .
Explorer © Mile buiochas - thank you - to all the visitors for choosing this
sustainable transport option and to our drivers for providing such%\\

friendly and professional service! J\o’t\““
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&?‘ Burren National Park Contact Information: %

Email: burrennationalpark@npws.gov.ie
Phone: 065 6827693

Burren Information Point: Clare Heritage Centre, Church Street,
Corofin, Co. Clare

VOS5 TI9V6

Pairc Naisianta Bhoirne lonad Cuairteoiri, Sraid an Teampaill, Cora
Finne, Co an Chlair V95 T9V6

Keep up to date with upcoming events this Autumn on
our website or follow us on Facebook or Instagram.

Website: https://www.burrennationalpark.ie

Our guided walks will continue subject to
availability and on request during the coming
months. They are free of charge but booking i
essential.
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